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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): An offline-online points system comprising: 

machine logic operable to provide [[a user]]users with an interface to submit [[a codeTlcodes 
obtainable by the [[user H users from aaite^tems; 

rnachjne logic operable to maintain aset of valid codes and to determine whether the 
Ucode]]coigs submitted by the ITusernusers are valid in n miir i nn A* and if valid then to credit 
ES§Eecfivs[[me]] ujers[[user]] with points, the points being accum m uab kcumulable into [[a]] 
respective point feateaeebalances. the poi n ts cumulahle w ith other points credited for point 
actionable activities, including one or more of viewing an advertisement, and registering with a 
websit e, me pointo redeemable for value, including for an tyom which the won in an auction ; 

machine logic operable to accent items f or auction from the users, to accept bids from the 
users on the items , and to deter rniTift whi^ fr users won items: and 

machine logic operable t o subtract from respective p oint faien ces, appropriate quantities of 
points from users who won items and to credit suc h Quantities of points to respective point balances 
of users who submitted such items for auction. 

logio operabl e to track th e point balance in an account of n g- acoount database havi agg 
plurality of accounts configurabl e for transf e rring pointo there b e tw e en; and 

logic operable to aooociatc - r e ppBotrvo orodit linoa with accountg drtennined to bo for usees 
that arc heavily active, tho roopoctive credit linoa for supplementing the point balance of the 
re s pective account with credit pointo for auction participation. 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): The offline-online points system of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a user database as s ociated with th e account for tracking the point balances of the 
Ujerg aee t anulatadpointa for the user . 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1 , wherein the 
account balance is M points prior to the user's submission of the code, and wherein the code logic-is 
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configured for updating the account balance to M+N points after the user submits the code and if the 
code is valid. 

Claim 4 (Cancelled) 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 1 wherein the 
code is C letters in length from an Alphabet of L letters. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein C is 

10. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein L is 

29. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The offline-online points system of claim 5, wherein L is 

36. 

Claims 9-23 (cancelled) 

Claim 24 (Currently amended): The offline-online points system of claim 1, wherein the 
accumulated points are maintained in the accoimt in an encrypted &im to prevent unauthorized 
interference with the user account 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): The offline-online points system of claim 1, further 
comprising a eea e uter programmachine logic for generating the code, the code being fixed onto a 
medium such that the code is obtainable from the medium offline. 

Claim 26-37 (cancelled) 

Claim 38 (Currently amended): A system for incentive poiols earning and redemption, 
comprising: 

machinewa b a u c ti on logic, with an auction database, for auctioning items in an auction; 
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machb ewe^stefe logic, with a store database, for maintaining information on items offered 
by ajpjurality of businesses b usiTiarw ; 

web server logic by which a user may interact with the auction web server and the store web 
server, including participating in the auction of an item offered by a business of the Plurality of 
b j jginessestho buainoog, tho web server, in turn t being aoo e pgjblo to the us e r from either or both - of 
the auction w e b server and the store wob sorvot ; and 

adatabase [[logic ]]operable to track apoint balance of the user in an account of an account 
database having a plurality of accounts, to transfer points among the plurality of accounts, and to 
characterize each point of the point balance as one of purchase and attention incentive points, the 
points redeemable for value including for an item which the user won at auctio n, wherein purchase 
and attention incentive points have different navmerA valuea. w hgrBin nnnmmtn nf T imm'ty inti™ 
Sfl e ro are associated with a credit lino, tho oredit line for uac in ouppkm e nting th o point balance if an 
agent ia bidding ft» tho ihot nn nn itwn nt nnnt\rm And *y n hnfanca h insufficient to covor tho 
bid that th e agent would othcrwioo place . 

Claim 39 (cancelled) 

Claim 40 (Currently amended): A system as in claim 38, wherein the user's interaction 
comprises at least one of registration, and an indicia of attention to- an ad>aad a purchase, in relation 
to which the database logic is configured to receive into the user account a predetermined number of 
attention incentive p oints earned by that user. 

Claim 41 (previously presented): A system as in claim 38, wherein the user's interaction 
involves entering a winning bid for the item being auctioned in relation to which the database logic 
is configured to dispatch a predetermined number of points taken out of that user's account. 

Claim 42 (previously presented): A system as in claim 38, wherein tho points are 
maintained in the user account in an encrypted form to reduoe unauthorized interference with the 
user account. 

Claim 43-49 (cancelled) 
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Claim 50 (Currently amended): A computer-reada ble medium ft t,™H«d xyifh 

computer 

prpgram instructions for performinp ap^thn^ rff ] - mr n n]inc m c mt l£C mD]lt of pQm t J 
comprising: 

receiving [[a code]]cpj|ej obtained from aa^teaitems and submitted by ugers[[a user]]; 
comparing the coiej[[code]] against a set of valid codes and, if-*e-eede4s found to be valid, 

crediting tfewaef users that submitted the codej[[code]] with ^ven number of points; 

accumulating the credited points in respective rfanlj aceountsft eeaw* with other points 

credited for point actionable activities including one or more of viewing an advertisement, and 

registering with a websit e, the pointa r o docmnTilm fnr ^i,,^ ^l^ing f cr ^ itom y^ ch ^ U3or 

won in an auction; [[and] 

accenting items for auction provided bv one or more of the users: 
accepting bids on the items for auction from one or more of the users: 
determining a winner from a mong the bidding users for each item at auction: and 
subtracting amounts of points from accounts of auction winners and adding those points to 

accounts of users who provided the items for auction. 

detormining whether tho user is heavily active and if ao then associating o credit line with 

the account, the credit lin e for supplomentingtho accumulated poimto in the aoceunt for auction 

participation ? 

Claim 51 (Currently amended): The computer readable medium 0 f A mnrtmri „n ^ aim 50j 
further comprising maintaining wherefe-the accumulated points a te mmntainod -in encrypted form to 
prevent unauthorized interference with the user account. 

Claim 52 (Currently amended): The computer readable medium nf A -mattmrt nr <n 
wherein the points in [[the ]]user aeeew rtaccounts are redeemable for a gift or a discount. 

Claim 53 (Cancelled) 

Claim 54 (Currently amended): The computer readable medium ^ nf± *n»th n A „n ^ ni a {~ <n 
wherein the auction involves one or more of an automated closing, automated bidding, automated 
selling, and auction alert 
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t 

Claim 55 (Currently amended): The computer readable medium n f * mrth** *r j n dahn 
50, farther comprigjnft addinff whegeia points are-a dd ad - to [[the]] user accounts account for tho uscf 
by authorizing credit point s to those users deemed highly ac tive 

Claims 56-74 (Cancelled) 

Claim 75 (Withdrawn): The offline-online points system of claim 4, wherein the auctioning 
of the items occurs in an auction having an initially fixed end time, and if bidding in the auction is 
slower than a threshold, ending the auction sooner than the initially fixed end time. 

Claim 76 (Currently amended): An online merchant affinity points method comprising: 
providing points to a plurality offlanJI online mo r ohaii t merehants. the points provided 
providablgjn exchange for at least one of cash, advertising Revenue, and web traffic; and 

establishing an online venue for redeeming for value, from userg[ [a user]], at least a portion 
of the points provided to the mcrchorL t merchants, tbe points obtained by the [[user]]users from the 
m e rohantmerchants by engaging in point actionable activities at websites associated with the 
merchants, wherein points mav als o be obtained at a website of a provider of the points, the point 
actionable activities inclndinp at least one of registering at the web site sa - w e b site, viewing adj[[an 
ad]], and clicking on ads[[an ad]]. 

Claim 77 (Withdrawn): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, further 
comprising: 

establishing an account for the user, the account for maintaining a point balance of the points 
obtained by the user; 

categorizing the points obtained by the user into a plurality of categories; establishing point 
expiration rules for each of the plurality of categories; and 

reducing the point balance based on expiration of points in one or more of the plurality of 
categories. 



sf-2123311 



PAGE 9/16* RCVD AT 6/23/2006 2:30:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/9* DNIS:2738300 * CSID:415 2687522 * DURATION (mm-ss):0446 



JUN. 23. 2006 1 1:34AM MOFO 28TH FL 



'NO. 136 



P. 10' 



Application No, 09/638,457 g Docket No.: 324212003100 

Claim 78 (Withdrawn): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, further 
comprising: 

establishing an account for the user, the account for maintaining a point balance of the points 
« obtained by the user; 

categorizing the points obtained by me user into a plurality of categories; establishing point 
valuation rules for points in each of the plurality of categories; and 

providing an account value based on the point valuation rules and amount of points 
categorized into respective categories. 

^ [ ; 

Claim 79 (Withdrawn): The online merchant affinity points method of claim 76, wherein 
value includes donation of points to a charity, wherein me donation of points is convertible into a 
cash value for donation to the charity by the online venue. 
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